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Widmore  Rural  District  Council* 


Annual  Report  of  the  riedical  Officer 

for  1909. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Keport  for  the  year  1909. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  37,364  acres,  exclusive  of  the  area 
under  water. 

The  District  is  situated  in  the  Northern  corner  of  Hereford¬ 
shire.  It  is  bounded  on  the  North  and  East  by  Shropshire,  on 
the  West  by  Eadnorshire,  on  the  South  by  Kington  and 
Leominster  Eural  Districts.  The  District  is  a  hilly  one,  Mock- 
tree  in  the  North  East  and  Willey  in  the  West  bordering  on 
1000  feet.  It  is  well  watered  by  the  rivers  Teme,  Clun,  andLugg, 
which  flow  in  an  Easterly  direction. 

Geologically  the  District  is  chiefly  Lime  Stone,  with  traces 
here  and  there  of  Free  Stone.  The  subsoil  is  chiefly  gravel.  The 
hilly  portions  are  on  Eock.  The  District  is  well  wooded  and 
picturesque. 

The  following  table  gives  the  Eainfall  at  Leintwardine  for  the 
year  1909,  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  •  Charnock,  The  Schools? 
viz : 


January 

1  08  inches. 

February 

•59 

March 

3-18 

j  y 

April 

2-32 

? ) 

May 

•94 

y  y 

June 

3-84 

y  y 

July 

2-43 

) } 

August 

1-54 

y  y 

September 

2-57 

y } 

October 

4-24 

y  y 

November 

•74 

}  > 

December 

4-25 

y  y 

Total  for  year 

27^73  inches, 

Eain  fell  on  197  days.  Wettest  day  June  24th. 
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INDUSTRIES* 

The  industries  are  almost  exclusively  Agriculture,  and  the 
district  is  famous  for  the  breeding  of  Hereford  Cattle. 

POPULATION* 

The  population  of  the  District  at  the  Census  of  1901  was  4150, 
and  the  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1909  was 
3987  ;  showing  a  decrease  of  163. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES* 

In  my  last  Annual  Eeport  I  gave  particulars  of  the  means 
used  to  disinfect  rooms  and  houses  where  Infectious  Diseases 
have  occurred  and  I  have  found  such  satisfactory. 

In  my  last  Annual  Eeport  I  recommended  that  the  Council 
should  make  arrangements  for  bacteriological  examination  of 
sputum  in  suspected  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  but  as 
yet  they  have  not  done  so. 

The  Emergency  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Birtley  has  not  been 
required  during  the  year.  It  is  in  charge  of  a  caretaker. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of 
infectious  disease  other  than  Small-pox  connected  with  the 
District.  This  want  of  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious 
diseases  was  badly  felt  during  the  Epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  at  Brampton  Bryan  and  District,  when 
it  was  found  impossible  to  properly  isolate  the  cases  in  the 
poorer  houses.  There  is  no  Hospital  accommodation  for  cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

MORTALITY  RETURNS* 

The  following  table  shows  certain  statistics  of  mortality 
during  the  year  1909,  compared  with  the  average  for  the  same 
district  during  the  preceeding  ten  years,  and  for  England  and 
Wales  Eural  for  the  year  1909. 

Deaths  per  1000  of  population 
Births  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 
year  per  1000  Births 


1909. 

13-5 

Average  for 

10  years, 

1317 

England  and 
Wales  Rural. 

14*5 

22*07 

24*17 

25*6 

1*00 

*5 

•8 

56*9 

105*6 

98 

5 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  is  54, 
which  is  10  more  than  last  year. 


There  were  2  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District 
occurring  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the  District.  These  bring 
the  total  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District  up  to  56. 


The  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  5, 
which  is  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  following  table  gives  the  ages  of  persons  whose  deaths 
were  registered  during  the  year  : — ■ 


Under  one  year  ... 

I  year  and  under  5  years 

5  years  and  under  15  years 
15  „  „  „  25  „ 

25  “  ,,  ,,  65  ,, 

65  years  and  upwards 


5 

2 

3 

3 

17 

26 

56 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  4 


Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  7 
Deaths  from  other  Tubercular  Diseases  1 
Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  3 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age  : 

Premature  Birth  ..,  3 

Atrophy  ...  1 

Laryngitis  ...  1 

5 


Taking  into  consideration  that  out  of  5  deaths,  3  of  these 
were  due  to  premature  birth,  the  Infant  mortality  is  very  low 
indeed  in  this  District. 

The  number  of  Births  during  the  year  was  88,  4  more  than 
last  year,  it  is  at  a  rate  of  22  07  per  1000  of  population. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  nature  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  as  occurring  in  the  District  during  the 


year  1909. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas, 

Number  of  Houses  Infected 

7 

14 

1 

,,  ,,  Persons  ,, 

8 

22 

1 

,,  ,,  Deaths 

SCARLET 

FEVER. 

4 

The  was  1  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Leinthall  Earls  in  April, 
probably  imported.  There  were  4  cases  in  the  Brampton  Bryan 
District  in  July,  all  slight  cases  and  it  did  not  become  epidemic. 
There  were  2  cases  in  the  same  house  at  Elton  in  November,  but 
the  disease  did  not  spread.  There  was  one  case  at  Pedwardine  in 
December,  but  there  was  no  farther  spread  of  the  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  was  a  serious  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Brampton 
Bryan  District  during  February  and  March.  There  were  13  cases 
of  Diphtheria  in  6  separate  houses,  and  most  of  the  cases  were 
children  attending  Brampton  Bryan  School.  The  source  of 
infection  was  from  two  children  who  were  attending  school,  and 
had  the  disease  of  such  a  mild  type  that  they  had  not  been  seen 
by  a  Medical  attendant  till  after  other  children  had  contracted  the 
disease.  On  my  recommendation  the  school  at  Brampton  Bryan 
was  closed  from  February  25th  to  April  1st,  and  it  was  disinfected 
and  cleaned  before  being  re-opened. 

There  were  two  cases  in  the  same  house  at  Leinthall  in 
April  and  three  cases  in  two  houses  in  the  Wigmore  District  in 
June  and  July,  but  the  disease  did  not  spread. 

There  was  one  isolated  case  at  Brampton  Bryan  in  October, 
and  one  in  the  Leintwardine  District  in  December, 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  (Phthisis). 

There  is  no  system  of  notification  of  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  in  operation,  therefore  no  action  can  be  taken  in 
respect  of  such  cases,  but  in  case  of  a  death  or  removal,  if  appli¬ 
cation  be  made  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  disinfection  is  carried 
out. 


7 


Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Eegulations,  1908, 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  provision  is  made  for  the 
notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  occurring  amongst  parish  patients.  These  regu¬ 
lations  took  effect  from  January  1st,  1909. 

The  District  Council  have  approved  of  printed  cards  giving 
advice  and  the  necessary  precautions  to  be  taken  in  such  cases, 
which  are  left  at  the  houses  when  a  case  has  been  notified.  There 
were  two  cases  notified  under  these  regulations  in  the  Leintward- 
ine  district. 

THE  ACCOUNT  OF  SANITARY  WORK. 

During  the  year  the  District  has  been  frequently  inspected 
both  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  sanitary  defects 
found  have  been  reported  to  the  Council. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

The  cottages  occupied  by  the  working  classes  are  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  condition,  several  cases  where  the  houses  were  in  bad 
repair  have  been  improved,  but  there  is  still  room  for  much 
improvement.  The  water  supply  is  at  a  considerable  distance 
away  in  several  cases,  but  as  the  cost  of  providing  a  supply  within 
a  reasonable  distance  is  so  great  I  am  afraid  it  cannot  be  enforced. 

No  house  has  been  certified  by  me  as  unfit  for  human  habit¬ 
ation. 

There  were  two  new  houses  occupied  during  the  year  in  the 
Leintwardine  district,  they  are  both  provided  with  a  good  water 
supply. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  new  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  village  of  Wigmore  has 
been  wmrking  fairly  satisfactory  but  during  the  dry  summer 
months  there  was  not  enough  of  water  to  flush  the  sewer  in  some 
parts  of  the  village. 

The  sewerage  system  at  Brampton  Bryan  is  not  very  satis¬ 
factory,  there  is  such  a  slight  fall  that  in  dry  weather  there  is 
very  slow  movement  of  the  contents  of  the  sewer  and  complaints 
were  made  of  bad  smells,  new  ventilation  shafts  have  been  put  up 
so  there  is  a  great  improvement. 
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THE  FACTORY  &  WORKSHOPS  ACT  OF  1901 

Sec.  132  of  this  Act  is  as  follows  : — 

“The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  every  District  Council 
shall,  in  his  Annual  Eeport  to  them,  report  specifically  on  the 
administration  of  this  Act  in  workshops  and  work-places  ;  he  shall 
send  a  copy  of  his  Annual  Eeport  to  the  Secretary  of  State.” 

Within  the  Eural  District  are  four  mills  which  are  Factories 
and  do  not  come  under  your  jurisdiction. 

WORKSHOPS. 

There  have  been  41  inspections  made  of  Workshops  :  defects 
found,  2  ;  remedied,  2. 

The  following  is  a  list  I  have  compiled  of  workshops  situated 
in  'the  District.  The  District  Council  do  not  keep  a  register  of 
workshops. 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  12 

Builders  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cabinet  Makers  ...  ...  1 

Carpenters  &  Wheelwrights  7 

Monumental  Masons  ...  1 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  2 

27 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  two  bakehouses  in  use  in  the  village  of  Leintwardine, 
they  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  There  is  one  bakehouse 
in  the  village  of  Wigmore  which  is  also  satisfactory. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Eegulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order  of  1885,  were  made  by  the  District  Council  in  1900.  No 
Public  Notice  was  given  during  the  year  of  the  necessity  for 
registration. 

There  are  2  Dairies  and  Milkshops  on  the  register,  both 
situated  in  the  village  of  Leintwardine.  These  are  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  condition.  They  have  been  frequently  inspected 
during  the  year. 

No  milk  is  sent  out  of  the  district. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  two  Slaughter-houses  in  the  village  of  Leintward- 
ine,  these  have  been  inspected  and  some  slight  defects  pointed 
out,  they  are  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

There  are  two  in  the  village  of  Wigmore,  one  is  kept  clean 
and  in  a  sanitary  condition,  the  other  one  is  in  the  same  condition 
as  when  I  called  attention  to  it  in  my  last  report,  and  although  the 
District  Council  have  served  notice  on  the  occupier  to  have  it  put 
in  a  sanitary  condition  he  has  so  far  taken  no  action  in  the 
matter. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging-house  in  the  village  of 
Leintwardine  ;  it  is  kept  fairly  clean.  Bye-laws  have  been  made 
in  respect  of  this  class  of  house. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  10  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District. 
They  are  provided  with  Sanitary  Pail  System  of  Closets.  All 
have  water  supply  except  Burlington  and  Adforton.  The  water 
supply  at  Lingen  School  reported  on  last  year  is  now  satisfactory. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Heailth  who  is  also  Medical 
Inspector  of  School-children  has  inspected  the  several  Schools  in 
this  District  during  the  year. 

Brampton  Bryan  School  was  closed  on  my  recommendation 

from  February  25th  to  April  1st,  on  account  of  a  serious  outbreak 
» 

of  Diphtheria  in  that  district. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  been  adopted. 

The  Notification ‘of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted. 

The  Council  do  not  possess  any  of  the  Urban  powers  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875. 


10 


REPORT  of  SANH’ARY  INSPECTOR. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  house  to  house  inspection  in  the 
villages  of  Aymestrey,  Shobdon,  Lingen  and  Leintwardine.  At 
Aymestrey  I  found  a  few  minor  defects  in  the  drains,  some  of 
which  have  since  been  attended  to,  others  I  purpose  reporting  on 
during  the  coming  summer.  The  School  offices,  &c.,  were  not 
kept  as  clean  as  one  could  wish.  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
man  who  has  charge  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  to  the  matter. 
Several  houses  at  the  Southern  end  of  the  village  are  badly  off  for 
water. 

At  Shobdon  I  found  several  defective  drains  and  privies, 
most  of  which  have  since  been  put  in  satisfactory  order.  There 
are  several  pumps  at  the  top  of  the  village  but  the  water  from  the 
wells  connected  with  them  appears  to  he  of  a  doubtful  character 
and  a  good  many  of  the  inhabitants  from  this  part  of  the  village 
fetch  their  drinking  water  from  a  considerable  distance. 

At  Lingen  several  improvements  have  been  made  in  defective 
drains  and  a  pump  supplying  4  or  5  houses  has  been  put  in  proper 
repair.  The  drainage  and  water  supply  has  also  been  attended  to. 

At  Brampton  Bryan  a  good  many  of  the  house  drains  were 
found  to  be  defective.  The  Agent  for  the  Estate  has  been  notified 
of  the  defects,  and  although  some  good  work  has  been  done,  much 
more  remains  to  be  done  before  everything  can  be  termed  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  new  Ventilation  Shafts  erected  on  the  branches  of  the 
sewer  appear  to  answer  a  good  purpose,  no  complaints  have  since 
been  made  of  the  smell  of  sewer  gas. 

At  Wigmore  some  trouble  arose  in  the  summer  when  water 
was  scarce  through  couple  branches  of  the  sewer  being  choked, 
but  the  Committee  appointed  a  man  to  look  after  the  sewage 
works  and  he  will  I  trust  be  effectual  in  avoiding  any  very  great 
difficulties  in  connection  with  these  works.  The  new"  set  of  drain 
cleaning  rods  purchased  last  summer  by  the  Council  have  come 
in  very  handy  on  two  or  three  occasions.  A  good  water  supply 
and  flushing  tanks  on  the  high  levels  would  be  a  great  help  to  the 
sewers  in  the  summer  months. 

A  well  at  Woodhampton  Farm,  Aymestrey,  which  w"as  found 
to  be  polluted  was  on  investigation  traced  to  a  faulty  drain  from 
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the  cowshed,  this  was  pointed  out  to  the  Agent  for  the  Estate  who 
had  the  matter  properly  attended  to.  The  drains  at  Covenhope 
Farm  have  been  taken  up  and  relaid, 

All  the  houses  in  which  infectious  diseases  have  occured  have 
been  inspected,  the  printed  instructions  adopted  by  the  Council 
left  and  on  notification  from  the  Medical  Attendant  the  rooms  have 
been  disinfected. 

The  Bakehouses,  Slaughter-houses  and  Dairies  have  from 
time  to  time  been  inspected  and  found  generally  satisfactory. 

SrJMMAEY  OF  WOEK  DONE. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  enquired  into  ...  ...  21 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  16 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Wells  Cleaned  and  Repaired  ...  7 

DRAINS. 

New  Drains  Laid  ...  ...  30 

Sewers  Cleaned  and  Ventilated  3 

PRIVIES. 

Privies  Cleaned  and  Repaired  6 

,,  Converted  into  Pail  ...  7 

NOTICES  TO  ABATE  NUISANCES. 

Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  14 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  11 

I  append  four  tabular  statements  of  sickness  and  mortality 
returns  for  the  year  1909,  and  one  relating  to  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LAWDER  T.  WHELAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Leintwardine, 

March,  1910. 
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